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sctioniand v;lw dueprocess was
allegedly bypassed.

< Residents of Nasirnagar
slum in the city’s Ved Darwaja
| area moved the Gujarat High
Coutt eatlier this month, chal-
lengingthe demolition ofseveral
shanties, alleging that bulldozers
razed their homes without no-
| tice orany demolition order,
The demolition, allegedly
| carried out under police protec-
| tion, has since boen denied l';y

the Surat Municipal Corpor-
ation. even as ILID MLA Viny

Natmwmmmdhmy:u

“something fishy,” deepening
questions over who authorised
the operation,

Hearingthe petition, Justice
Nikhil Kariel orally questioned
theSumM.uuj:alCmmatkm
and remarked that even the
“demolition of a single house™
without due procees could *not
be countenanced”,

The court orally directed the
Surat civic body to prepare a
“definite rehabilitation planfor

Moradiya called the episode thedisplaced residents by Mon-

1000329546.ing

Through  Governmemt
Pleader G H Virk, the court
orally directed that apersonal af-
fidavit from the Surat police
commissionershould beplaced
beforethe HC Monday, explain-
ing the police response to the
residents’ complaints. “If the
commissioner is informed that
150 houses have been demol-
ished, cither he says it wasan of~
ficial demolition by the Corpor-
ation, or he explains why noF1r
hasbeen registered... The(Com-
missioner) cannot choose to ig-
nore such allegations.”
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